LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
contents should not reach Lord Pelham that he com-
municated them to no one but Marsden, and even em-
ployed Bertram Mitford, Lord Redesdale's nephew, to
copy them for transmission to England. By some mistake
the packet containing the correspondence was addressed
to Lord Pelham, by whom it was opened. He took the
letters at once to the Prime Minister, who laughed heartily
as he read the Chancellor's trenchant criticisms of the
Home Secretary's conduct. Meeting Wickham the same
day, Lord Pelham casually remarked that he had received
copies of some letters which he presumed had been sent
to him by mistake. They were brought to Wickham the
following morning and were delivered and received with-
out comment on either side.
Though much vexed by the occurrence, the Viceroy
consoled himself by thinking that "Lord Pelham, for
whose perusal they certainly were never intended, will
have found in them a pretty good lecture upon his own
proceedings"; and referring to the subject in a letter to
Wickham, he said: "There is nothing in those letters but
what arises fairly out of the subject, and the opinions given
are expressed in what may be properly called parliamentary
language. They go, however, directly to the point of
Lord Pelham wishing to assume the Government of Ire-
land, and to the consequences of such an assumption if not
resisted and prevented. I entirely acquiesce in Mr. Adding-
ton's opinion of neither expecting nor wishing the discus-
sion should go further between Lord Pelham and myself/*
The Viceroy told the Chancellor the story in a letter
beginning: "I should not make a proper return to the
uniform kindness and confidence which I have experienced
from you if I did not take an early opportunity of com-
municating a circumstance which is so far distressing and
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